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STATEMENT 
 

Indigenous Peoples of Panama refuse to give consent to UN-REDD! 
 
We, the Mesoamerican Alliance of Peoples and Forests (AMPB), have been monitoring the processes of REDD+ in 
the region and supporting indigenous peoples and forest communities in order to effectively participate in the 
discussions and national agreements under REDD+. 
 
In this context we are familiar with the work of the joint program of the United Nations to reduce deforestation and 
forest degradation emissions in Panama, UN REDD-Panama, and the Panamanian government.  Since the year 
2009, the National Coordinator of the Indigenous Peoples of Panama (COONAPIP) has strongly criticized the 
process for excluding indigenous peoples.  En 2011, CONAPIP presented the Strategic Plan of Political Advocacy 
(PEIP) 2011-2015.  This document covers issues and actions necessary for the indigenous peoples of Panama to 
begin their discussion process of discussions in the political context of REDD+.  But nevertheless, the alliance 
agreements to implement the PEIP have not been respected by the UN-REDD nor by the Panamanian government, 
which has now caused the withdrawal of the CONAPIP negotiation. 
 
This experience has generated special concern, precisely because of the UN-REDD case, of the entity of the United 
Nations System, which is supposed to be the main guarantor of special rights of indigenous peoples, as enshrined in 
international legal documents. 
 
Given these statements: 
 

a. We, the AMPB, reject the policy of deception and the marginalization of the full and effective participation of 
indigenous peoples of Panama by the Panamanian government and by the UN-REDD program. 

b. As the AMPB, we have been supporting and will continue to support the CONAPIP in their struggle for the 
rights of indigenous peoples of Panama. 

c. We make an impassioned plea to UN-REDD+ and the Panamanian government to resume compliance with 
the agreements of CONAPIP and instate the PEIP content in its entirety. 

d. The actions of UN-REDD ignore the agreements of CONAPIP and try to realize actions outside of the 
group of indigenous peoples, which demonstrates that it is acting out of bad faith and becoming a 
dangerous action, and which comes from an entity that claims to fight for human rights. 

e. The action of the UN-REDD in Panama is a bad precedent for the UN-REDD that could be implemented in 
other countries.  For this reason, we, the AMPB, are following what happens in Panama, to be better 
prepared when the UN-REDD begins processes in other countries of the regions where there are members 
of the AMPB, such as in Honduras. 

 
We call on the implementing agencies of the REDD mechanisms and the donating countries of these initiatives to 
promote processes the respect of the rights of indigenous peoples contained in the Declaration of the United Nations 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Convention 169 of the OIT and of Art. 8j, of the CDB. 
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We demand a statement from the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) of the World Bank, since there are 
bilateral agreements between the FCPF and the UN-REDD Program, which are defined within the guidelines on key 
elements for effective participation with various agents in the context of preparation for REDD+.  These place 
particular emphasis on the involvement of the indigenous peoples and other communities that depend on 
forests.  This bilateral agreement makes the FCPF co-responsible for the inappropriate actions implemented by its 
partner in Panama. 
 
We demand a ruling on the case of the UN REDD in Panama from the United Nations headquarters in New York, the 
FCPF program of the World Bank in Washington, and the government of Norway, the largest donor to the UN REDD 
program. 
 
Finally, we call on all of the indigenous peoples and local communities of the world to take the necessary measures 
to guarantee the rights of its peoples to free, prior, and informed consent, to human rights, and to land and territory. 
 

 

Levi Sucre Romero 
Coordinator 

Mesoamerican Alliance of Peoples and Forests 
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